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THE HISTORY.OF A COTTAGE INDUSTRY




By Walt Pete

Speed 1S velocity.

Speed is not emolion.

Speed s e application

OF sKill (o sound principles.
-1, Pawl Dickinson

4 Moss Matonng

arly August 2016, Polish
Mountain Hillclimb, Saturday
moming, Green light. Of
the start line. No bog. No
wheel spin. Then a smooth shift to
second gear. Revs build like the Hill
rising quickly into the fast lefthander
st Turn |, In third gear ar 4,500 RPM
| approach the apex. Sure and strong
the Healey 3000's straight-six imnix.. e
gobs of rorgue. Suddenly it happen
a red flag waves in my vision, lke 2
h.il'[‘- stick about to ‘h‘iL: my eye | eacs

quickly and wrungly, lifting the thy
and stabbing at the brake pedal. The
back end of the Healey comes all the
way around, swinging the left front
fender into the Armoeo barmer

Like the corners of “Weatherly”
ind “Giants Despair.” Tum | will
make or break 2 run. Get a fast launch
and a strong pull take the first turn at
speed, keep that rhythm and the time
Jock ar the end will reflect the stan
But my third run is going to be the
finish of the competition this weekend
\fter the moming rain | was |-m<~;d
to break the class record in Vintage 11
but now the weekend has become 2
flat tire. a crumpled front fender, and
the bling of a broken headlight on this
mountain road

Polish Mountain is the fourth race in
the Pennsylvania Hillelimb Association
championship senes It ts considered a

very fFast hill. Carroll Shelby won here

| Prix Maserati
vnl'.'u‘ ”l"

i 1955 inan ex-Gra

}

OF TRCT Wi

Back then, t 5
Breakneck Hillelimb. Th
public roads was stoppe |

in 2006

Volunteer Angels
\|‘t ! ll i
o |

the car immediately, | unbelt and

act, comer workers

mb out to catch my breath and survey
the damage. A worker hands me the
' lL‘!]‘.‘n'_ am \lj;’-ul '.rl'.- ui.:'!‘ll-. n ]
glare st the woman holding the red Hag
but don't sav anything—just a case
hardened stare

Unloading the Healey from the
i

stare, sorry for me but glad it is not

rollback in the addock peaplt x;'.u:!l»

their racecar. A hillclimb represents a

arc

unique type of motorsport Drive |
enough and it is not # question of if you
will go off the road in ompettion You
can count on it. And there are no soft
offs, no getting back on the road and
finishing the run. There are culverns
phone poles, guardrails, drainage
«;lhhr"

In August, the Appalachian roads

look like & green cathedral with sunlight

treaming through the trees, but an
hour later the sun will move and the
hadows will have shifted—amd your

better have shifted

(‘{('[‘!‘.}1 P':.'\' :‘l’VIl mn
long with them. Each bend here has
its own particulas blend of dips and

A g
undulations, camber and obstacles
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brake pedal. Kissing the guardrall wa
11 3 | "‘\'l‘ 14 Ta ) ¥ ] ‘-
just peoy 1 ng i ] !
\1_-‘ \ t 1, ught
gings. 14l tolerably |

unit must be powered by 2 Farmal Bot Tmann m..»m"m'
I'll Take Puvsical Sceace [OF *800. AleX  tractor, and there is 4 cemeters

Who was it that said & race few steps from the door of our unit
hould be driwe nly ;:n". ! Wl U
ntrol? When the Heal car wheel I'h t moming at the Hill, «

t the metal guardrail al F-'l' th Il hes rking. | heard an off
1 1_"’ lav w'l)' \t na rreacted i given h (!
he ag f 2w, th it Saturday night; this made my penan
balanced on th MO TWO Thres doubly important My newlound friend
Lifting off the throttle shifts more of nd her signiboant othe me up from
the weight to the front right. Stabbing Virginia 10 work the Hill. In her othes
he brakes multiplies that weight shift ife, she works for a publishing firm
Immedia be right front tit She told me 1l n { irtual W1s MGB GI
12 t of the vehicl m I'h lock-dow printing the lat t Harr
oht 1 [hght nd the wheel lose Potter book. Persor re th
raction | the left front acting great thing about tall people at
like the other end of 2 baton, spins int n event, and this Hill is peppes vith
he insid ‘1 bend and it ! ¢ .].‘. ‘..\ he | ng nd t} I
Ontact with & gu | | 12y i ki ool ! } pu th
Saturd frermoon bris fista ] ntain madne
nE pers] to the "shunt
I t fender ca pulled out Early August 2017
he light ty decorated For one )t s |
with ¢ 35 sttd n this. | keet wtebook of thoug!
he i 1 | i lacem { | ation ind ! D01 m
is avatlable locally. Y ceken during the long, grey Pittsburgh win
h lw een about it nd the I | s tip b e P Hekis
wauty of the mountain wel t s ¥ TR | ' —
mpetit Hillclimbing is | i tore o ipetition and n \
1 il it i:‘n;- Other I N MTETWE
vork all aftemoon 1o get ran th Here is m Si0
rach ',-1 sible. B N i 4% t the |J dent— vernl th
happen t S T pl | \
it Tt ACaAtomn | wl i Ch ut YouTub Wn
1T 1 L0 Uttovian it wd red Corsair sports m
ol restaus in Cumberland vsall th ey 10 I In
9 ) llx"‘ { b : i ! {riving Polish Mountai
| decide l"“rl],"'! § yvoman b ng Visuali mving tn it yust 1)

r cr headset w flag an an | drive it whil eing (you drive
th ble sdmonishes t i hene loak, Bunk he apx
brng ri 1l antrolle sto) I d to visunliz suddet i.‘.A.\
he side of ¢ i ind wait fo i et T
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t. Walk the Hill, replay Hifferent hadn't 17 “Maybe it didn't count, dude
scenanios at each turn. Note ¢h Inges Yy ming id | eonvinced mysell |
of conditions from previous years needed a bac) Up run to prove it was 7't
5: Work up to speed gra lually. With ) Huke Within 2/10ths of 2 second of
two days of competition, maybe the nesy record time wias the mark | ¢

fourteen runs, there s no nesd for myself
wanter-rotate the carth to show what | don't remember much about the
lh'l.’!"‘\l ‘n,]rv.-flr" you are Ev-“ record nun ex ||‘1 4‘.“."_(.'1"11:‘_‘!!

6. Expect to be quick, expectt | w 17 near the finish, [ didn’t up-shift to

red-Aagged. That's reality. With luck,  fourth, not wanting to disconnect the
'.[u,r:i will come and the flag won't nower from the wheels. | chose not to

but it's a dnver s e »i'wrnn“'t!ll\ 0

4 . N
be ready. 1 is only about 20-car The run was muscle memory

lengths from I-2. a tight, blind right Mark F..wl'»l?vr jamming on “ Tele _".el:l.
h.ll\'.'.x'!' rees anda a f‘l” on l})-. n J‘t. “ -..l! !*: '«'- }‘..,..'l (i 17 179, 1 5
of the bend then hay bales, Armco sconds faster than the record 1 just set

ind <'"-I~-vr-:;n|- ot on the outsids

Sultan of Slope. yeah.
A Passing Grade [ told Jade I need a last run—slow
We didn't gettow alk the Hill until to thank the comer workers with a flash
Sunday at lunchtime. Still, competitior of the lights and & wave, but sitting

runs Saturday were measured, safe, and  in the staging line with several race

tly quicker urs before me, | saw the grid marshal

After the hrst run Sunday alternoon traw his Index inger across his throut
Bruce Whipple | Ké Austin Mini Cooper § tire pressures are bullding with th | heard the radio at the announcer
warmth—a sign that tmction will booth crackle, “Shut it down.” Wrecker
improve dramatic ally. By the third run coded 8t Tum 4. 1t was late Sunday
lhll‘x:~ 1§ .x"u-n!h .:.nf‘..ﬁ! l aiint i rnoon I‘ e W --'-\.L“i.x-‘ ng '.ln.‘
believe the pv:‘t.l V.“x?*vu;h !}xr 1P A tDC oS .l‘l'-‘.t 4!“",!:‘!'-“' the tow home
I-1 and T-2. Further up the Hill, | haw through the Appalachians. 1] have t
Hattened the ramp into -3 for mone sve that run for the brst weekend in
power on entering -4, followed by AUgust, next year
the langest, most important straight at Fhank you, workers MM
Polish Mountain

[he clock down ar the start line

Hashed 785.6—that s 5

than the 2014 record! | had done it
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6 Moss Motoring



